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This Council notes that the Care Leavers Service in West Sussex supports young 
people to exit care successfully as they move towards independence, operating 
under a clear legislative framework provided by the Children (Leaving Care) Act 
2000 and the Children and Social Work Act 2017. The Children and Social Work Act 
2017 introduces corporate parenting principles which comprise seven needs that 
local authorities in England must have regard to.  
 
 
This Council further notes that the West Sussex Care Leavers Service and 
increasingly it’s partners, operate in line with these principles which centre around 
the promotion of physical and mental health and wellbeing of those children and 
young people to encourage them to express their views and to take those views into 
account to: 
 

• Help gain access to and make the best use of services provided by the local 
authority and its relevant partners 
 

• Promote high aspirations and seek to secure the best outcomes  
 

• Ensure they are safe, and have stability in their home lives, relationships and 
in education or work, and ultimately to prepare them for adulthood and 
independent living 

 
 

This Council welcomes the existing support given by Crawley Borough Council to 
local care leavers, including the provision of free leisure centre access to K2 Crawley 
to support their health and wellbeing.  
 
 
In seeking to provide further support for care leavers, this Council resolves to: 
Engage directly with the West Sussex Care Leavers Service, to proactively help the 
service move towards Good and onto Outstanding status through the exploration 
and implementation of additional initiatives, including potentially:   
 

• Providing a shopfront facing community base for our care leavers - a 
communal space to meet with facilities such as laundry, life skills coaching, 
WiFi and a place to meet Leaving Care Personal Advisors 
 



• Linking to the above objective, a space for the County Council’s Youth 
Emotional Support Service for meeting with children from across the county. 
 

• An apprenticeship or work-based opportunity for any care leaver who wanted 
to explore this as an alternative Employment Education and Training option. 


